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This figure may be taken as approximately correct. For the
year 1800 it is possible to get a figure for which the margin of
error is still less. By that time the census had not come into
general use, but it is possible to work back from the census
figures which became available for dates early in the nineteenth
century, and thus to reach totals about which there cannot be
much doubt. The figures for Europe during the nineteenth
century have been assembled by Sundbarg in a convenient
form and his results will be used here. For the population
of Europe in 1800 he gives a total of 187 millions, for 1850
266 millions, and for 1900 400 millions.1 In 1930 it was 506
millions.

With these figures before us it is possible to say something
concerning the increase of the population of Europe. We
found it to have been somewhere in the neighbourhood of 50
per cent, for the three hundred years from 1000 to 1300, and
about 32 per cent, in the following three hundred years to 1600.
Between 1600 and 1930 it increased five-fold, from 100 millions
to 500 millions. But if it is true that the population of Europe
was stationary during the seventeenth century, the whole of
this multiplication occurred in two hundred and thirty years.
There can be no great certainty about the figure of 100 millions
for 1700; but if it is accepted then the percentage increase for
the next four half centuries is as follows: from 1700 to 1750
37 per cent., from 1750 to 1800 36 per cent., from 1800 to 1850
42 per cent., from 1850 to 1900 51 per cent. It may perhaps be
held to be unlikely that the percentage increase was higher in
the first than in the second half of the eighteenth century and
that in all probability the population of Europe in 1700 was
underestimated. However that may be, it does not affect the
main result that there has been an unprecedented increase of
population in Europe during the last two centuries and that
this increase was in full swing by 1750 and probably began
about the year 1700. Increase of population has not been
confined to Europe during the last two centuries, but it has
been more rapid there than elsewhere. In 1750 the population

1 Gustav Sundbarg, Apergus statistiques international^, loth year, 1906.